Editorial

ATLA -A Truly International Journal
As some of our readers will already know (and perhaps more than a few may even remember!), the concept of an Alternatives to Laboratory Animals (ATLA) journal, was introduced by FRAME in 1973. The journal initially took the form of the biannual ATLA Abstracts, which aimed to provide a brief synopsis of contemporary alternatives research. 1 Dr Andrew Rowan, who from 1976 to 1978 was FRAME's first Scientific Administrator, successfully persuaded the founder-Chairman of FRAME, Mrs Dorothy Hegarty, to transform ATLA Abstracts into a scientific journal which published peer-reviewed research articles and comments.
The new ATLA continued to be produced from camera-ready copy, typed and stapled, still with two issues per volume. Then, in 1983, the journal was relaunched with the support of the Maurice Laing Trust, now with an international Editorial Board, and type-set and bound, with four issues per volume. In 1994, with the support of the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods (ECVAM), the number of issues per volume rose from four to six, and, with a change to A4 page layout in 2002, the journal has continued to flourish in its role as a major conduit for the world-wide flow of information on alternatives and the Three Rs.
The dissemination of scientific research results as widely as possible, is important in any field -it is, in fact, a crucial part of the scientific process. With specific regard to the field of alternatives, maximising the availability of information on the range of potential new methods being studied is an inherent part of the successful further development and future validation and use of those methods. It is not only important to report EU-based and North American-based studies, but, in the global 'village' of our current times, the reporting of the contributions of authors from 'developing' countries (i.e. 'developing' in terms of their awareness and implementation of the Three Rs principles), is equally important. In view of this, the editors of ATLA aim to actively promote and facilitate the publication of articles on alternatives from as many countries as possible. Indeed, we have often been praised by many of our non-English speaking authors for our patience and assistance in the editing and subsequent publication of their articles! That scientists have a sufficient understanding of the global differences in Three Rs legislation and implementation has never been as important as it is today. With the coming into effect of the EU Cosmetics Directive, 2 which imposed a marketing ban within the EU of any cosmetics ingredients or finished products that have been tested on animals, the interest of non-EU countries in the use of alternatives has, no doubt, increased considerably. Indeed, the admirable progress which has been made by many 'developing' countries in terms of their attitudes and legislation on the ethical use of animals in experiments has been documented in a number of papers recently published in ATLA (see, for example, Izmirli et al. in this current issue, 3 as well as Lee et al., 4 Tréz, 5 and Kong & Qin, 6 in other recent issues). We feel that the information provided by these particular papers is, to a large extent, a two-way street, in that the authors can present to the rest of the world the status of animal experimentation and alternatives in their country (which can often be a complete revelation to 'outsiders'), and, in the other direction, the article can serve to facilitate collaboration between the authors and one or more of our readers in the West, who would undoubtedly have relevant expertise and valuable knowledge to share with members of countries whose Three Rs policies are still in their infancy.
Looking at the articles published in ATLA over the last three years (March 2007-June 2010), the diversity of published authors, in terms of their country of affiliation, is notably broad-ranging. We categorised the author affiliations, by country, for the following types of ATLA articles: peer-reviewed articles, comments and workshop reports. We also included articles from the two supplements to the 2009 ATLA volume, featuring the conference proceedings of the Safer Medicines Trust Speed and Safety in Drug Discovery symposium, and the FRAME 40th Anniversary conference on Animal Experiment ation and the Three Rs: Past, Present and Future, as we regard the face-to-face interaction of scientists and other members of the international Three Rs community to be an essential part in the formulation and progression of ideas and strategies for alternative methods. The average number of authors per paper was 4.82 (n = 197; range 1-40).
From the data shown in Table 1 , it is clear that the majority of our authors are affiliated to UK institutions (139), followed by German institutions (99), with USA-based authors numbering a respectable 76, in third position. In view of the fact that the authors' affililations can be sub-categorised into Americas, Antipodean, Asian/Indian, European, Scandinavian, and the ubiquitous 'Other' category, it is clear that the sources of the information published in ATLA are, indeed, global.
Of course, on the other side of the coin, the information derived in more-developed countries (in terms of their ethical approach to the use of animals in experiments), is invaluable in the progression of the same approach in less-developed countries. From a brief glance at the database of ATLA subscribers, the diversity of our readership is immediately obvious, with subscribers not only in the UK, USA and Europe, but also in China, India, Japan, Nigeria, Russia, South America, and Thailand, as well as many other countries where knowledge of the Three Rs concept is not so widespread. In fact, it has been FRAME's policy for many years, to subsidise the distribution of ATLA to interested parties in 'developing' nations, in order to maximise their implementation of Three Rs approaches. We hope that we shall be able to continue this programme for many years to come, with the help of new corporate sponsorship.
The combined data on the nationalities of the readership, and the countries of the author affiliations, all point to the indisputable fact that ATLA has indeed come a long way from the biannual abstract collation which it began as, far back in 1973. Indeed, the 21st century sees it to be a truly international vehicle for information on alternatives and the Three Rs. 
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